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GARDENER: Why, lady, do you seek the living in Sheol, the devourer?
(Luke 24:5)

He concerning whom you are asking left the tomb this very night, while
the guards were wielding swords, resembling raving dogs.

MARY: Concerning his resurrection disclose and explain to me so that |
may be believing in him.

For he flew down from highest heaven and dwelt in a virgin womb.
GARDENER: Incline your ear, O woman, and listen, so that | may be
the one to show you concerning him.

His resurrection gives witness to her who bore him, his mother gives
withess to his resurrection;

Height and depth are my witnesses that, transcending nature, he was
both born and now has risen.

She heard his voice and recognized him, for he repeated the words
‘Mary, Mary’. (John 20:16)

MARY: Come to me, my Lord and my Master, for now | forget my
anguish.

Come in your compassion, O Son of Mary, just as you came to Mary;

and with you, at your resurrection, let your light shine forth on me and
on him who composed this.
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MARY AND THE GARDENER
On Sunday, in the morning early

(304 1had) 2hsg o hes 2dkunis

Translated from Syriac by
Dr. Sebastian P. BROCK

On Sunday, in the morning early (John 20:1) along came Mary to the
tomb.

MARY: Who will show me, she was saying, my Son and my Lord for
whom | am seeking?

As the Gardener did our Lord appear to her, answering and speaking to
her thus:

GARDENER: Disclose to me, o lady, what it is that you are seeking today
in this garden. (John 20:15)

MARY: O Gardener, please do not refuse me, do not drive me from
your garden.

It is a single fruit that is mine; apart from it there is nothing else that |
seek.

GARDENER: At this season you should realize that no fruits are to be
found in any garden;

so how is it that you are telling me that you are looking for fruit today?
MARY: You should know, O Gardener, that the fruit for which | am
searching will give me life - such is my hope - if | should but happen to
see it.

GARDENER: What is this fruit, young lady, about which you speak such
amazing words?

MARY: | know very well and am quite certain that the sight of it is too
exalted for the eye.

GARDENER: How you weary me with your talk, how you vex me with
what you say.

MARY: Where have you removed him? Disclose thisto me, for | am
going after him, seeking him.
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THIEF "O agent for the King, don't be upset; your authority is
repealed, for your Lord has willed it so. It is His cross that I've brought
to you as a sign: look and see if it's genuine, and don't be so angry".

CHERUB "This Cross of the Son which you've brought to me is
something | dare not look upon at all. It is both genuine and
awesome; no longer will you be debarred from entering Eden, seeing
that He has so willed it".

THIEF "The Cross of your Lord has breached the fence [Eph. 2:14]
that had been built up between us and you, Anger has passed away
and peace has come, and the path to Eden is no longer cut off".

CHERUB "He who was slain has sent to me and testified with His
own blood that | should let go of the blame which I've been wielding.
Fearful is this sign which you have brought me; enter in, O heir; | will
not turn you back".

THIEF "Resurrection has occurred for the race of humankind that
had been thrust out of their home. You cherubim and angels, rejoice
with us, [cp Luke 15:10] for we have returned now to your city".

CHERUB "Great is the compassion that has been shown to you,
the descendants of Adam who sinned and thus died. Enter, thief, you
will not be kept back, for the gate is now open for those who repent".

THIEF "Great and most glorious is the compassion of my Lord, for
His mercy has effected and His love has constrained Him. Rejoice
with us, O spiritual beings, for we have been mingled into your race".

CHERUB "The Gentle One has held back from vyour race
[Matt.11:29] the blade and the sword that | have been wielding.
Outcasts who have returned, have no fear, enter inside the Garden
with exultation".

THIEF "Praise be in Eden that is now at peace, peace on earth
which has been liberated. Blessed is the Crucified One who has
reconciled us so that we shall not longer be deprived of your race".

Thanks be to You, O Lord of all, who have brought back Adam
who had been driven out, while to the thief who asked for mercy You
opened up the gate that had been closed.

Thanks be to You, at whose word the thief entered into the
Garden of Eden, and there was good hope for Adam again and he
returned to the place from which he had gone out.
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CHERUB "You simply cannot enter in here, for it is a resplendent
place that no one can tread: the Shekhina is escorted around inside
it, and the sword of fire is guarding it".

THIEF "You cannot hold anyone back, for the sword is not blunted
and made dull. The cross has opened up the Garden of Eden; there's
no means by which it can still be kept closed".

CHERUB "Haven't you heard from the Bible how the cherub and
the sword go round guarding the way to the Garden of Eden, so that
none of Adam's offspring can enter here?"

THIEF "Haven't you heard from the Revelation that your Lord has
come down and become man, thus reconciling Adam, who was in a
state of anger, bringing back to Eden the one who had been driven
out?"

CHERUB "The sign of the revolving sword that guards the Tree of
Life frightened off Adam when he was driven out, so how is it that
you're not afraid?"

THIEF "The sign of your Lord is with me, and by it the sharp sword
is blunted; but it too is the sentence remitted, and by it, Adam, once
expelled, shall return".

CHERUB "The ranks of fire are standing here, thousands of them
in bands innumerable, the multitudes are awesome, and quite simply
you can't travel on any further and enter among them".

THIEF "The multitudinous ranks of which you've told me are
themselves in awe as they look upon the Cross: the sign of the Son
inspires them with awe and they worship before it, while me they
hold in honour".

CHERUB "The sign of my Lord is upon the Chariot, [Is. 66:15]
resplendent upon the Throne, but from us it is hidden, [Ezek. 1:26-
7]so how is that you—as you are claiming—carry this sign of His and
escort it?"

THIEF "His sign is upon the Chariot above, but look, His Cross is on
Golgotha below, and with His own blood He has written a new
missive permitting Adam to come back into the Garden".

CHERUB "O agent in blood, who has brought you here? Who is it
has sent you, a murderer? The sword is drawn, and if you make bold
the blade will flash out against you".
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CHERUB "Be off with you, man, and don't argue any further, for
this is what | have been ordered: to guard from your race, by means
of the sword, the Tree of Life that is to be found in here". [Gen. 3:22]

THIEF "Be off with you, angel; you should learn and see that I've
left behind, hanging on Golgotha, that very Fruit of Salvation that's in
your garden - so that our race may now enter without any
hindrance".

CHERUB "Eve and Adam fell into debt and wrote out a document
that will not be erased: [Col. 2:14] they went out of here under
sentence to live in low estate in the land of thorns". [Gen. 3:18]

THIEF "The debt is repaid. Just listen, O Cherub: the document
has now been transfixed on the cross; [Col. 2:14] by means of both
blood and water your Lord has wiped it out, and pinned it there with
nails so that it won't be exacted".

CHERUB "Adam was driven out from this Garden and there is no
way he can enter here again, for the sword's blade is revolving and
he'll encounter it should he come near".

THIEF "He who was driven out has returned to his father's house,
for the great Shepherd has gone out and found [John 10:11] that
sheep that had left the Garden; carrying him on His shoulders, He has
escorted him back". [Luke 15:5]

CHERUB "It is something totally novel that I've seen today: a path
leading back into the Garden. But here are Adam's footprints, take a
look: he has left here and not returned again".

THIEF "Jesus your Lord has performed a novel deed, for now He
has released Adam who had been confined; He has raised up whole
crowds from inside Sheol, [Matt. 27:52] and they have sent me in
advance, to open up for them".

CHERUB "I am the cherub: how is it you have transgressed against
my office of guarding, with which I've been entrusted? A fiery being
like me cannot be vanquished, but as for you, an offspring of Adam,
how bold you are!"

THIEF "I am your companion and we have but a single Lord in
common for both of us; His authority is much higher than either
yours or mine, and so I've no fear, seeing that it was He who has sent

me-.
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THIEF "I will tell you who has sent me, just hold back your blade
and listen to my words. | am a thief, but | supplicated for mercy, and
it was your Lord who sent me on my way here".

CHERUB "By what powerful means did your arrival take place?
Who brought you to this dread spot? Who transported you across
the sea of fire so that you could enter Eden? Who is it who sent
you?"

THIEF "It was through the power of the Son, who sent me, that |
crossed over and came here without hindrance. Through Him |
subdued all powers and | have come to enter here, seeing that He
has given me confidence".

CHERUB "You are indeed a thief, just as you have said, but you
can't steal into this region of ours: it is fenced in with the sword that
guards it. [Gen. 3:24] Turn back, my man, you have lost your way".

THIEF "l was indeed a thief, but | have changed: it was not to steal
that | have come here. Look, I've got with me the key to Eden, to
open it up and enter: | will not be prevented".

CHERUB "Our region is awesome and cannot be trodden, for fire
is its indomitable wall; the blade flashes out all around it. How is it
you have made so bold as to come here?"

THIEF "Your region is indeed awesome, just as you have said, -
but only until our Lord mounted the cross, when He transfixed the
sword of all suffering so that your blade no longer kills".

CHERUB "Ever since the time that Adam left | haven't ever seen
anyone turn up here; your race has been banished from the Garden;
you shall not enter it, so don't argue any more".

THIEF "Ever since the time that Adam left, your Lord has been
angered at our race, but now He is reconciled and has opened up the
gate. [Rom. 5:10; Eph. 2:16] It is to no purpose that you are standing
here".

CHERUB "You should realize that it isn't possible for an unclean
man to enter in here - and you are a murderer, and a shedder of
blood. Who is it who has brought you to this pure place?"

THIEF "You should realize that such is the wish of Him who makes
the unclean clean, who was crucified together with me; with the
blood from His side He has washed me completely clean. [John
19:34] It was He who has sent me to Paradise".
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The Dispute between the Cherub and the Thief
(146 21829) 184S0 L90aa) i an

Translated from Syriac by
Dr. Sebastian P. BROCK

Cherub and Thief

At the Crucifixion | beheld a marvel when the Thief cried out to our
Lord, "Remember me, Lord, on the day when You come to that
Kingdom which does not pass away". [Luke 23:43]

REFRAIN

Praise to You, Lord, for at Your coming sinners turned back from their
wickedness; they entered and found shelter in the Garden of Eden -
which is the holy Church.

He made a petition, stretched out and gave it to the crucified King,
asking for mercy; and He who is full of mercy heard his cry and
opened the door to his request.

"Remember me, Lord", was what he cried out on the cross, "in that
Kingdom which does not pass away, [Luke 23:43] and in that glory in
which You will be revealed may | behold Your rest, seeing that | have
acknowledged You". [cp Luke 12:8]

Our Lord replied, "Since you have acknowledged me this very day
you shall be in the Garden of Eden; in very truth, man, you will not be
kept back from that Kingdom to which you are looking.

"Take with you the cross as a sign, and be off: it is a great key
whereby the mighty gate of that Garden shall be opened, and Adam,
who has been expelled, shall enter again". [Gen. 3:24]

The word of our Lord was sealed like a royal missive from the
palace; it was handed over to the thief who took it and made off for
the Garden of Eden.

The Cherub heard him and rushed up, he grabbed the Thief at the
gate, stopping him with the sharp blade that he held. All astonished,
he addressed him as follows:

CHERUB "Tell me, my man, who has sent you? What is it you want,
and how did you get here? What is the reason that brought you
here? Reveal and explain to me who it is who has sent you".
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Hayyel Maran ide da-pshat
(139 21829) Soxdd 232 (s Sk

Translated from Syriac by
Dr. Sebastian P. BROCK

Metre: 4+4 4+4 syllables.

Strengthen, O our Lord, the hands that have stretched out and taken
what is Consecrated for the forgiveness of sins:

hold them worthy at all times to give forth fruits to Your divinity.

The mouths which have cried halleluiah within the sanctuary, hold
worthy to sing (Your) praise.

The ears which have heard the sound of your praises, let them not, O
Lord, hear the sound of terror.

The eyes which have seen Your great compassion, may they again
see, Lord, Your blessed hope.

The tongues, too, which cried out ‘Holy’, dispose them to utter truth.

The feet that have walked within the churches, cause them to walk in
the Place of Light.

The bodies which have consumed Your living Body, renew them in
the New Life.

Our gathering which worships Your divinity, multiply for it all kinds of
help,

and may Your great love remain with us, and may we abound in it so
as to render up praise,

and open the door for the supplication of us all, and may our service,
too, enter Your presence.
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Maran Isho™ malkan sgida

(139 1hid) 1irym 1388 Sie, bk

Translated from Syriac by
Dr. Sebastian P. BROCK

Metre: 4+4 4+4 syllables.

Our Lord Jesus, King that is worshipped, who conquered by His
Passion death the tyrant.

O Son of God who has promised to us New Life in the Kingdom on
high,

cause to cease from us all kinds of harm, and cause to reside in our
country peace and compassion,

so that on the day of Your Epiphany we may come to life in Your
presence, and may we go out to meet You in accordance with Your
will:

with Hosannas may we laud Your name for Your graciousness
towards our race,

for Your mercies have multiplied towards our human condition, and
Your love has shone out over our dead state;

You have wiped out our debts through Your act of forgiveness: (Col
2:14) praise to Your name for Your gift!

Blessed is Your honour from within Your (holy) place, (Ezek 3:12) the
One who forgives sins out of his mercy.

And in Your grace hold us all worthy to give thanks to and worship
Your divinity,

and to Your Lordship at all times may we raise up praise, amen and
amen.

377 =Aa) Aaol



Y: His day will shine out of a sudden and His saints will go forth to
meet Him, their lamps alighted, all who have laboured, toiled and
been in readiness. (Mt 25:7)

H: The angels and watchers of heaven rejoice at the glory of the
upright and just: they place crowns on their heads and together in
jubilation they sing halleluiah.

s My brethren, stand in readiness so that we may give thanks to our
King and our Saviour who is coming in glory and will give us joy with
His glorious light in His Kingdom.
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Nuhra dnah I-zaddige
(73 1428) 1EaadS wda 2500

Translated from Syriac by
Dr. Sebastian P. BROCK

Metre: 7+7 7+7 (apart from opening words, taken from Ps. 96(97):11
The acrostic spells Jesus Christ (y’sw’ msyh’), where the sequence
yodh + alaph points to the antiquity of the East Syriac convention of
placing a supralinear alaph over initial yodh where this serves as a
vowel.

Light has shone out for the righteous and for the upright of heart, joy.
(Ps 96:11)

Y: Jesus our Lord Christ has shone out for us from the womb of His
Father, (Jn 1:18)

He has come and brought us out of darkness and illumined us with
His glorious light.

’: Daytime has shone out over human beings and the dominion of
darkness has fled; light has shone out for us from His light and given
light to our darkened eyes.

S: His glory has shone out in the midst of the universe and given light
to the depths below: Death is extinguished and darkness has fled
and the gates of Sheol have been shattered, (Ps 106(107):16, Is 45:2)
W: And He has illumined all creatures that had previously been in
darkness; the dead who had slept in the dust have arisen and given
praise for salvation had reached them.

*: He has effected salvation and given us life and been raised to His
Father on high; (Acts 1:9)

He will come again in His great glory and give light to the eyes of all
who have awaited Him.

M: Our King will come in His great glory, let us illumine our lamps and
go out to meet Him; (Mt 25:6)

let us rejoice in Him as He has rejoiced in us - and He will give joy to
us in His glorious light.

S: Let us raise up praise to His majesty and let us all give thanks to His
exalted Father whose mercies have abounded and He sent Him to us,
effecting for us hope and salvation.
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Tawdi |-Taba d-harrar gensan.

(54 2hd) shxy, 3k 2458 w30k

Translated from Syriac by
Dr. Sebastian P. BROCK

Metre: 4+4 4+4.

Thanks be to the Good One who has liberated our race from the
slavery of the Evil One and of Death.

He has made peace for us with the assemblies on high who were in a
state of anger because of our iniquity.

Blessed is the Compassionate One who, without our asking Him,
came out in search for us and rejoiced in our salvation.

He depicted likenesses of our lost state and our return in the sheep
that went astray; (Lk 15:4-6)

‘heir’ and ‘son’ has he called our (human) nature (Lk 15:11-32) which
had gone astray and returned, died and was revived. (Lk 15:24) He
gave joy to the assemblies of spirits at our repentance and revival. (Lk
15:7)

Ineffable is the great love which the Lover of our race has shown to
us; for from our race He has made a mediator (1Tim 2:5), (Heb 12:24)
and reconciled the world with His majestic state. (2 Cor 5:19)

Far greater and beyond us and beyond all creation is the new act
which He has performed for our human nature, for He made our
body a holy temple (Jn 2:21)

so as to fill within it the worship of all. (Col 2:9)

Come, O (inhabitants) of both earth and heaven, marvel and wonder
at the exalted rank, seeing how our race has reached the great
heights of divinity that cannot be attained.

Let heaven and earth, and all that is in them, give thanks with us to
Him who magnifies our race, for He has renewed our image and
wiped out our iniquity, called us by His name and made subject to us
everything.

Worthy of praise from every mouth is He who has exalted us above
everything.

And let us all utter glory to Him for eternal ages, amen and amen.
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revengeful to the merciful, the audacious to the simple, the puffed-
up to the modest, the proud to the humble, the oppressors to the
thankful, the squanderers to the fasting, the drunk to the abstainers,
the corrupt to the chaste, the lazy to the studious, the sinners to the
righteous, the wicked to the just, the evil to the good, and so let us
love one another with all of our heart. Because it is to this peace that
we are called, my beloved, clap your hands together, praise highly,
exalt greatly, sing spiritually to the One who rose up today from
among the dead, and who by His resurrection restored life to us all,
Amen.

And as to that thief, the son of our race, to whom He promised that
on that day he would be with Him in Paradise, with him may we be
made worthy to receive His heavenly manifestation, and to have
participation in His heavenly kingdom; Amen.
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each other, Pilate is struck with wonder, the agitators and the
soldiers are no more, the gathering of the wolves is dispersed, the
Shepherd converses with the ewes, and the flock smelled his
fragrance was warmed with excitement. Mary exults, Salome
rejoices, the Magdalene carries the good news of peace, the Disciples
raise their heads, the Apostles come out of their hiding places, Simon
and John run to the grave, Matthew and Bartholomew exulted in
their joy. Andrew and James forget their afflictions’ Thomas
confesses, Pilate praises, the way to the grave is resounding and that
to Golgotha is barren. Grief passed to the left and consolation rose
up from the right.

The door of the sepulcher became the bride chamber of the One that
was killed. Here, let us all cry out and say: “O death, where is your
sting? O Sheol, where is your victory?” [l Corinthians 15:55].

Today, the watchers received bribery and said that the Disciples have
stolen Him while they were sleeping. Afterwards, He appeared to
Mary Magdalene and the rest; and when the Apostles were
confident, they were saying: “We know that Christ rose up from
among the dead, and He will not die again, and death has no power
over Him.”

Therefore, being called to His joy and invited to this celebration, let
us embrace one another in charity, kiss each other in love, and give
one another peace—the peace which is without deceit, the peace
which is not hypocritical, the peace without duplicity, the peace not
like that of Iscariot, who received hanging as his reward, the peace
which our Redeemer sent to the company of the Apostles in the
Upper Room. Peace be with you collectively—for peace is the
cancellation of ancient enmity. Wherefore, because we have been
called for peace and have gathered together for peace as is the
custom every year, let us say: “The Resurrection be with you, and the
life which is in Christ.” Our Lord liberated us from death and
transformed us from mortals to immortals—from Adamites to
Christians, from terrestrials to celestials, from animal souls to
spiritual souls. Instead of being contentious, He made us peaceful, He
turned the agitators into peacemakers, the furious to the sweet, the
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Doctrinal Homily of the Easter Vigil
(113 1829) 1Aqadis

A manifold joy moves me today to repeat the word of the prophet:
“This is the day which the Lord has made; come, let us exult and
rejoice in it” [Psalm 118:24].

There has never been before a similar day, nor will there ever be one
that resembles it. For, this is the great feast, the pride of all its
related feasts; great is the joy that is bestowed upon the Churches
today. Come in peace, O new day which has dissolved away the
power of darkness. Come in peace, O day so unlike the day before
yesterday, when the power of the old night was rent asunder. Come
in peace, O luminous day bearing excellent news. Come in peace, O
consoler of the afflicted, gladdener of the sorrowful, gatherer of the
dispersed, the one who brings the distant nearer, the one who makes
the vexed to rejoice, encourager of the frightened, sower of the good
seed in the ears of the Disciples. Come in peace, O day without
evening, and happy morning which has no sorrowful evening. Come
in peace, O day into which death has not entered, and rising-up
which will never meet with a fall. Come in peace, O firstborn of days,
for both worlds have been embellished with your gifts. Death has
gone down and life has risen up; Sheol is bound-up; Baptism is open;
the left has become void and the right is resounding.

The day before yesterday, the Shepherd was beaten and his lambs
were dispersed. Today, the wolves have fled and the sheepfold
exults. The day before yesterday, Judas accepted bribery, Caiaphas
gave counsel and was hearkened to. Annas had made accusation, the
scribes were agitated, Pilate gave judgment, Our Lord was bound to a
pillar, Andrew had fled, Simon had denied, John was off, Thomas had
hidden, James was struck with wonder, and all the Disciples fled in all
directions.

But today, Caiphas is ashamed, Annas is blamed, Judas is hung, the

money is rejected, the scribes are silent, the leaders of the
congregation have buried their faces in shame, the Levites rebuke
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